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VOLATILE SUBSTANCE ABUSE — NEWMAN 
Statement 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [5.38 pm]: I would like to talk about the question that I asked 
yesterday, Wednesday, 18 March, about the residents of Newman, who feel that they are drowning under a wave 
of youth crime, and also about 10-year-old children sniffing solvents. I asked a question with three parts. The first 
part was — 

What powers do ordinary Newman residents have when they witness someone sniffing solvents? 
The answer was — 

Residents of Newman are encouraged to contact Newman police … 
And it goes on. The real answer is that they have no powers because the police in Newman, and in any other 
regional town, are flat out. They are fighting crime in other areas of the town—it could be traffic incidents, domestic 
violence, burglaries or all sorts of things. The residents would love to just walk up to a 10-year-old child and take the 
can away from them, but they would then be charged with assault and robbery, so their hands are tied; they can only 
stand by and witness this happening. These answers were well researched. I am not criticising the Labor government 
at all; I am just telling members how it is. 
The second part of my question was — 

Does the government believe its approach to handling the issue has been successful? 
I received quite a lengthy response, and I will read just the highlights. The volatile substance abuse is a real concern 
and the government is working with the local police and agencies. Local retailers are being told to place all these 
substances behind the counter. A collaborative partnership with the Newman Junior Football Club and the 
West Australia Football Commission is trying to get the young people into sports and other activities. Two major 
initiatives have been introduced to address youth offending and antisocial behaviour: the juvenile interagency 
management strategy and education initiatives designed to increase student attendance and provide better educational 
outcomes for Aboriginal students, into which $7 million is being put. The answer states — 

This funding will result in the establishment of the position of Martu engagement coordinator at Newman 
Senior High School. 

I am assuming that that is just one person from the Martu tribe. It continues — 

The government has invested $1.3 million into the Jiji program. This is a program to improve speech, 
language and class behaviour in remote east Pilbara schools. 

Curtin University students are going to be given the opportunity to complete a placement in remote Pilbara Punmu 
and Jigalong communities. Having these university students go there will be like taking lambs to the slaughter; 
they will be massacred. We need to send out hardened teachers who fully understand the situation, not university 
students who are going out there thinking that they are going to get a suntan and a free ride. 
The third part of my question was — 

Is the government considering making the solvent sniffing illegal … 
The answer was no. The government believes that existing legislation allows police to apprehend people affected 
by intoxicating substances. 
If we do not make it illegal to sniff substances, we are heading the wrong way. When I read these answers, they 
are really good answers. Anybody living between Cottesloe and Midland, or Joondalup and Rockingham, will 
really believe that the government is onto this and it is going to fix it. But the actual truth is the drug and solvent 
abuse is escalating daily, and I would really like it if the Minister for Police, Minister Roberts, could spend some 
time in the regions. I know that she flies around, but that is usually for two-hour visits at different towns and usually 
at the police stations. She could go up there and spend a few days and actually witness what is going on there. 
I have spent many years in the regions, long before I came to Parliament to this wonderful job. I note that in the 
1980s, we had to put up with alcohol, which was the main issue then. It then became alcohol and drugs, and the 
drug then was usually heroin or LSD or something like that. But as they became too expensive, in the early 1990s, 
glue sniffing started to be the issue, and from the glue sniffing we got paint sniffing. We now have cheap drugs on 
the market such as meth and ice and all these other weird drugs that are available. But every time the police stop 
a load of that coming into any of the towns, the users of those drugs go back to the solvent and the Tyre Black, 
because that is all they can get their hands on. If a drunk man is coming down the street and someone just walks past 
him, he is usually too intoxicated to get up and cause any problems. But what can be seen in Burt Street, Boulder, 
not every day, but often, is a person who is high on ice—a young man coming down the street who is fighting off 
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all these imaginary creatures—and his reflexes are lightning fast. If he decides he is going to attack someone, they 
are in for the fight of their life, believe me. 
The children I am talking about in Kalgoorlie in particular are in hostels. They have been put there by the authorities. 
They are sniffing solvents in those hostels. There is no curfew or management; they are just put in there and 
forgotten about. If we really want to solve this problem, we have to take these young people away from their older 
siblings who are baiting them by saying, “Why do you want to go to school? You stupid little kid; you don’t need 
to go to school. Look at us.” They are handing them the solvents. Members may be surprised by the solvents today. 
It is not paint or Tyre Black; it is Rexona and hairspray. It is everywhere. We see cans of Rexona underarm spray 
in the parks. That is what these 10, 11 and 12-year-old children are sniffing, and we are not doing anything about 
it. I say to every single person in this chamber—I am not picking on Liberal, Labor or anyone else; I am telling 
everyone—that it is not working. It will not work until we change the law, pick these children up off the street and 
put them into a safe residence. I am not talking about stolen generations or anything like that. Just get them to 
some place that is safe and feed them, educate them and let them see that there is a future for them. Until we do 
that, we are going to have generations and generations of people whose brains are percolated—who are just nuked 
by all these chemicals. We are allowing this to happen. I think we should do something about this before we have 
an epidemic of all these weird people walking around whom we have to handfeed and water for the rest of their 
lives, because by the time they are 21 years old, they are finished. 
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